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" Frankes v. Weigand, 66 N. Y. 918." But unfortunately, that 
case is not to be found in 66 N. Y., and a further search revealed 
the fact that it was nowhere to be found in any volume of New 
York reports, official or unofficial. It is, in fact, to be found, as 
Franke v. Wiegand, in 97 Iowa, 704. The author also cites this 
case in two other instances, in each of which the name of either 
the plaintiff or the defendant is again mis-spelled. But although 
this alleged New York citation was not very satisfying, the author 
hastens to make amends by citing to the next section, above men- 
tioned, a real New York case in support of a doctrine with which 
it has no relation at all. For that section, as stated, relates to the 
"statutory rule" that a devise to testator's wife, in the absence of 
a contrary intention appearing in the will, is ' ' presumed to be in 
lieu of dower. " Now there is no such rule, whether statutory or 
otherwise, in New York, and accordingly, of course, no such doc- 
trine, or anything like it, has been laid down by the courts. The 
statement in the text is that "under such a statute a devise to 
testator's widow is presumed to be in lieu of dower in any real estate 
which she might claim, including real estate sold [by] testator 
previous to his death, by deed in which the wife did not join." 
And here follows the citation above referred to of Nelson v. Brown. 1 
In that case it was decided that the devise to the widow was given 
in lieu of dower, but this decision was based on the quite suffi- 
cient reason that the will so provided, in express terms. This has 
nothing to do with any rule (non-existent in New York) that a 
devise to testator's widow is presumed to be in lieu of dower. 

There is evidence that the author has spent a great deal of time 
and thought on this work. But what has been said is sufficient to 
show that any one who reads it must keep his eyes unusually wide 
open, and that, although one object of the author, as stated in the 
preface, has been to set forth the law of wills in a form ' ' easy of 
comprehension for the student," the law student would do well to 
confine his attention to other sources of information. The work 
needs, in respect to accuracy of statement and citation, to be over- 
hauled. It has some excellent features, and if it were rendered 
accurate throughout, it would be a useful book. 

A History of Political Theories, Ancient and Medieval. 
By William Archibald Dunning. New York : The Macmillan Co. 
1902. pp. xxv. 360. 

Professor Dunning believes that political theories result from 
and are determined by, more than they lead to, the corresponding 
political institutions ; and he is careful to show the relations be- 
tween the theories which form the primary subject of his treatise 
and the laws and customs from which those theories have sprung. 
This principle affords him a criterion of selection which has made 
it unnecessary to write a comprehensive history of the entire litera- 
ture of politics ; he regards it as sufficient for his purpose to treat 
of those authors whose work bears some definite relation to the 

» 144 N. Y. 384. 
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development of institutions. The scope of the work is further 
limited ethnically for the most part to the political theories of the 
European Aryan peoples, on the ground that they are the only truly 
political peoples — the only ones who have separated politics from 
ethics, metaphysics, and theology ; and the ideas and institutions 
of primitive men are left for the sociologists to grapple with. 
Neither has the author thought it appropriate to go very deeply into 
the various economic, constitutional, and administrative problems 
which were in former times discussed by political philosophers, but 
which have more recently become the subject-matter of separate 
sciences and are being studied by statisticians and historians as 
well as by theorists. 

The exclusion of primitive man fixes the starting-point of politi- 
cal philosophy proper in ancient Greece ; and the first three chap- 
ters are devoted respectively to the institutional basis of Greek 
theory, the political philosophy of Plato, and the Politics of Aris- 
totle. The fourth chapter is divided between the later history and 
philosophy of Greece and the development of Roman institutions 
and thought, particular attention being paid to Polybius, Cicero, 
and the jurists of the Empire. Then follow six chapters on the 
politico-ecclesiastical institutions and theories of the middle ages, 
including a section on the application of corporation law to ecclesi- 
astical bodies by the jurists of the fifteenth century. A final 
chapter is devoted to Machiavelli as representing the transition 
from mediaeval to modern political thought. Perhaps it is not un- 
reasonable to look forward to a second volume devoted to the more 
recent theories. 

The work is equipped with select lists of references, a bibli- 
ography of the writers treated and a full index. It is written in the 
same pleasing style which adds so much to the attractiveness of 
the author's lectures. 

A Selection of Cases on the Law of Insurance. By Edwin 
H. Woodruff. New York: Baker, Voprhis & Co. 1900. pp. xiii, 

592. 

This work comprises a collection of purely illustrative cases and 
excerpts from judges' opinions selected and arranged without ref- 
erence to the development of the law, and eliminating as far as 
possible all difficulties arising from the real or apparent conflict of 
legal rules and principles. The collection covers in considerable 
detail nearly all the branches of the general law of insurance and 
deals particularly with Fire, Life, Marine and Accident Insurance. 
The usefulness of the collection will depend wholly on the aims and 
methods of the instructor adopting it. A case book which is ar- 
ranged so entirely with reference to placing before the student a 
statement of abstract rules of law is but a step removed from the 
text book as the basis of legal instruction. Indeed, much con- 
tained in judicial opinions when not stated with reference to the 
precise facts of the case before the court or when separated from 
them as is the case when only excerpts from the opinion are given 
is of less value to the student than the generalizations of text- 



